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PROPOSED SASQUATCH HUNT 
STIRS NEW CONTROVERSIES 

Sasquatch as seen in the "classic" frame from the Patterson-Gimlin film (© Rene 

Dahiden). An ex-army ranger now plans to end the controversy by shooting with a 

rifle instead of a camera. 

It all began in late March. 
After little activity in the 
Bigfoot scene for some time, the 
media--in this case the Asso­
ciated Press--highlighted a 
story that created a new furor: 
a Vietnam combat veteran an­
nounced plans to hunt down the 
supposed Sasquatch of the Paci­
fic Northwest, and to shoot it . 

Mark E. Keller, 33 ,  
worked at the time for the 

who 
U.S. 

Postal Service branch in Eureka, 
California, decided to quit his 
job, and; with two companions, 
spend about five months in re­
mote wilderness areas of the 
Cascade Mountain Range . Keller 
believes that he has a good 
chance at succeeding where many 
others have failed, because of 
his experience on three combat 

Honorary Members: 

tours in Vietnam as a U.S. Army 
Ranger, and his night-vision 
equipment_ "PL:::tures have been 
taken before, but nobody cares 
about pictures," said Keller. 
"If you get that one opportunity 
to obtain a Sasquatch, you had 
better make it stick . Tranquil­
izers and drugs are not feas­
ible. That leaves us with 
either trying to invite it nice­
ly with roses or a card, which 
will not work either, or treat­
ing it as an animal and putting 
it down with a rifle . "  

following his 1972 discharge 
from the Army with the rank of 
sergeant, Keller took several 
kinds of jobs, including a year 
in the Middle East as a merce­
nary . He also apparently has 
looked for Sasquatch before, and 
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has found tracks "on more than 
one occasion." He has reported­
ly been actively preparing for 
the expedition for 2 years. 

The other two team members, also 
from California, are Vince 
Thomas, 21, another Army Ranger, 
and James Wyatt, 27, who was 
chosen "for his woodsmanship . "  
Keller will have a . 338 Winches­
ter magnum rifle, equipped with 
a Smith and Wesson MK 700 
Startron night-vision telescopic 
sight . Their expedition was to 
begin in late May . 

Grover S .  Krantz, a physical 
anthropologist at Washington 
State University, supported the 
venture, and offered the team 
his advice . Krantz, who has 
studied Sasquatch evidence for 
many years, maintains that the 
animal does, in fact, exist, and 
that it is a bipedal hominid, 
probably of the fossil genus 
Gi gan t opi t h e c u s. He has advo­
cated the killing of one speci­
men in order to prove conclu­
sively its existence, which 
would then result in immediate 
protective and conservation 
measures having to be taken by 
state and federal agencies. 

Over the years, Krantz' posi­
tion has resulted in clashes 
with some other Sasquatch inves­
tigators, who believe strongly 
that not even one individual 
should be killed, particularly 
as the species may well be on 
the verge of extinction . Many 
individuals on both sides of the 
issue are now members of the 
relatively new ISC, and the 
clashes continue. (It should be 
pointed out that Krantz, who 
serves on the Society's Board of 
Directors, speaks only for him­
self on such matters, not on 
behalf of the Society . A new 
Policy Statement currently being 
drafted by that Board makes it 
clear that the Society itself 
has no policy concerning the 
authenticity of particular cryp­
tozoological reports or events, 
or the manner in acquiring spe­
cimens to establish a supposed 
species' existence--Editor.) 

Soon after Keller's announce­
ment, it was implied by a State 
of California wildlife official 
that, despite the fact that Sas­
quatch is not officially recog­
nized, the hunt, if successful, 
would be illegal, at least in 
California. Hal Mefford, of the 
Department of Fish and Game 
(DFG) , said state law lists the 
animals that may be killed by 
hunters in California. The kil­
ling of animals not on the 
list--known or unknown (includ­
ing Sasquatch) --would be con­
sidered illegal. In such a 
situation, however, a determina­
tion would probably have to be 
made by the State Attorney Gen­
eral. (The law in question is 
Title 14, Section 472, of the 
California Administrative Code, 
violations of which can result 
in a misdemeanor, punishable by 
6 months in jail and a $1 ,000 
fine.) 

Sandra Wolf, head of the DFG 
Conservation Education Branch in 
Sacramento, stated that the Fish 
and Game Commission would have 
to issue a permit to Keller to 
pursue or willfully kill a Sas­
quatch in California. "If it 
was determined to be an animal, 
he'd have to get permission to 
hunt it," she said, adding that, 
in Catch-22 fashion, permission 
cannot be given because nobody 
really knows if it is an animal 
or a human. 

The D FG Region 1 Office in 
Reading, near Arcata, began re­
ceiving many irate phone calls 
from the public concerning 
Keller's plans . Patrol Inspec­
tor David Nelson stated: "The 
DFG's official position is that 
what this guy intends to do is 
illegal." He also expressed 
co�cern over the possible use of 
the night scope, which he stated 
wa� illegal to use in California 
except for law enforcement or 
scientific research purposes . 
The announced intention to "live 
off the land" was an additional 
concern, as "there could be some 
other [Fish and Game Code] vio­
lations going on." Despite the 
ruckus, there was no evidence 
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that Keller would be conducting 
his hunt in California. 

As for federal involvement, 
Sasquatch, if proven to exist, 
would be immediately added to 
the Endangered Species List, and 
conservation measures would have 
to be instituted immediately by 
the Office of Endangered Species 
(OES) of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior . OES officials gener­
ally keep an eye on Sasquatch 
happenings--just in case--and 
read the ISC publications. (One 
OES official told the Editor 
last year, in an unofficial 
capacity, that he hoped that 
nobody would ever actually shoot 
a Sasquatch to prove its exis­
tence.) 

Keller, meanwhile, was being 
barraged by letters and phone 
calls, both for him and against 
him . Gina Bentzley, writing in 
the Eureka Times-Standard on 
April 1, related how Keller had 
received threatening phone 
calls--some even threatening his 
life. "I'm trying to deal with 
this realistically, and they 
want to deal with it emotion­
ally," he said. The main insti­
gator, according to the Time s ­

Stan dard, was Seattle's Erik 
(alias Jon) Beckjord, director 
of the "National Cryptozoologi­
cal Society" (which has no con­
nection with ISC) . Beckjord 
(see "Ness Teams Crowd Loch," 
Newsl e t t er, Winter, 1983) told 
the press that Keller's group 
posed a threat to human safety 
in the woods, and might "shoot 
at anything that moves . "  Kel­
ler's response: "They're trying 
to detract from the real issue 
and raise a scare... I don't 
know why people are opposed to 
hunting Sasquatch . . .  There's 
not one natural history museum-­
even the Smithsonian--that 
doesn't take specimens... I'm 
leading a legitimate expedition 
to bring Bigfoot out of folklore 
and put it into fact." He also 
stated that he had contacted 
police officials concerning the 
threats he had received, but 
"only about the ones that seemed 
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serious." A police spokesman 
said they were investigating the 
threats. 

The following day, Apri1 2, 
the plot thickened. The Commis­
sioners of Skamania County, in 
Washington State, alarmed by 
Keller's plans, voted 3-0 to 
reconsider a 1969 ordinance that 
made it a felony to kill a Sas­
quatch, punishable by up to 5 
years in the county jail and a 
$10,000 fine. The vote to re­
consider the ordinance was urged 
by Roy Craft, the retired direc­
tor of the Skamania County 
Pioneer, who stated: "If indeed 
they do exist, and I'm 99 per­
cent sure they do, I don't think 
they ought to be murdered just 
to have a specimen." A public 
hearing was scheduled for April 
16, with final action by the 
commissioners to be taken 2 
weeks later. Skamania County 
has been a "hot" area of Sas­
quatch reports for decades. It 
is also the county where the 
Mount St. Helens volcano, and 
its legendary Ape Canyon, are 
located. 

The reason for the Commis­
sioners' action was because of 
the uncertain legality of the 
1969 ordinance. County Prosecu­
tor Robert K. Leick pointed out 
that it "made it a felony to 
kill a Bigfoot, which really ex­
ceeded the jurisdiction of the 
county commissioners. We [are 
revising] that to make it a 
gross misdemeanor or a mis­
demeanor, depending on whether 
or not it is done with malice." 
The new ordinance, although 
watered down, would be more 
enforceable, and would establish 
Skamania County as a Sasquatch 
"sanctuary." It would also pro­
vide for a slain Sasquatch to be 
examined by the county coroner. 
If, after consultation with 
forensic experts and anthropolo­
gists, the coroner determined 
that the Sasquatch was a member 
of the genus Homo, the killer 
would be charged with homicide. 
County Prosecutor Leick also 
serves as the county coroner in 
Skamania County. 

The revised ordinance called 
for the willful slaying of a 
Sasquatch "with malice" a gross 
misdemeanor, punishable by up to 
one year in the county jail, a 
$5,000 fine, or both. A killing 
"without malice" would be pun­
ishable by up to 6 months in the 
county jail, a $500 fine, or 
both. Another provision of the 
revised ordinance was that an 
insanity plea ("insane delusions 
[or] diminished capacity") would 
not be accepted as a defense by 
a person charged with homicide 
in connection with a Sasquatch 
death. This would preclude the 
necessity of the county having 
to retain--and pay for--six 
psychiatrists, for both the 
prosecution and the defense. 

As the date of the hearing 
approached, public interest in­
creased, despite the fact that 
there was no indication whatso­
ever that Keller's group would 
be operating in Washington 
State, much less Skamania 
County. Beckjord announced to 
the press the formation of a 
Committee Against Shooting Sas­
quatches, and his plans to fol­
low Keller's team in the forest, 
attempting to disrupt their 
stealth by blasting the woods 
with loud rock music. Roy Craft 
continued to call for the 
revised ordinance: "These people 
are planning to come up here 
with a bunch of sophisticated 
weaponry and do a lot of hunting 
at night. Quite aside from the 
creature itself," he said, "this 
poses a real danger to a lot of 
people ... Equally scary is this 
bunch that wants to bring in 
rock music and beat on tin cans. 
God knows what we can do about 
the rock music!" 

It was not made clear by 
Beckjord, who announced that he 
would "testify" at the April 16 
hearing, how he would know of 
(or locate) the whereabouts of 
Keller's group in the vast Cas­
cade range, which stretches from 
California to Canada. It was 
also not clear why Beckjord was 
expressing public concern about 
the possible shooting of a Sas-
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quatch, as in the past he has 
always maintained that it would 
be impossible to catch one or 
even shoot one because of what 
he believes to be their meta­
physical or paranormal nature. 

Beckjord, meanwhile, was also 
having other problems. Accord­
ing to the Seattle Times of 
March 16, by a ruling of the 
King County Superior Court, he 
was in default in the case of 
Lincoln vs. Beckjord. Apparent­
ly, Beckjord was supposed to 
produce a documentary film, en­
titled "The Bigfoot Solution," 
in which Anya K. Lincoln had 
invested $65,000 in 1982 and 
1983. In her lawsuit, Lincoln 
claimed that the proposed movie 
is now a "fraudulent and hope­
less venture," and that Beckjord 
had made "intention&: false 
representations." 

The judgment was issued in 
default, according to David 
Berkland of The Seattle Times, 
because Beckjord did not respond 
to the lawsuit. Observers in 
the Bigfoot field doubt that the 
$65,000, or what is left of it, 
will ever be returned. Lincoln 
refused to talk to the press 
about it. As for Beckjord, he 
informed the Times that "hell 
hath no fury like a woman 
scorned." He also delivered a 
press release to the Times on 
March 15, in which he claimed 
that the reason he did not ap­
pear in court to defend himself 
was be9ause he had no money for 
an attorney, and he "did not 
want to dignify the case by 
fighting it." 

The Skamania County Commis­
sioners, in the meantime, met as 
scheduled, and numerous persons 
involved in Sasquatchery were 
present, including Beckjord. 
All the discussions were in 
favor of the proposed new ordi­
nance, so it was adopted by Com­
missioners Bill Benson, Eric 
Wedin, and Ed Callahan, the 
Chairman. 

Soon afterward, two other 
counties were considering taking 
similar action. Commissioners 
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from Walla Walla County, Wash­
ington, and Umatilla County, 
Oregon, signed a joint resolu­
tion calling for protection of 
Sasquatch. The resolution was 
presented by Vance Orchard, a 
retired Walla Walla reporter who 
has followed the subject for 
years. The resolution calls for 
consultation with Skamania Coun­
ty commissioners to prepare 
similar ordinances. Orchard 
hopes that the three counties 
will eventually be officially 
designated as Sasquatch sanctu-

aries . Umatilla and Walla Walla 
counties are the location of the 
northern extension of Oregon's 
Blue Mountains, where U . S .  For­
est Service patrolman Paul Free­
man reportedly saw a Sasquatch 
in 1982 , and where several foot­
print casts were made which show 
dermatoglyphic ("fingerprint ") 
patterns (see Newsl e t t ers , Sum­
mer, 1982, Autumn, 1982, and the 
article by Grover S. Krantz in 
Crypt o z ool o gy , Vol. 2 [1983]) . 
Freeman, no longer with the For­
est Service, is reportedly still 

NEW ISC BOARD DECISIONS 
The Board of Directors of the 

Society met on June 8 ,  1984 , at 
the University of Paris VI, 
Paris, France , and several im­
portant decisions were made . 
Present at the meeting, hosted 
by the University's Laboratory 
of Vertebrate and Human Paleon­
tology , were Eric Buffetaut , who 
chaired the session , and Phi­
lippe Janvier, both affiliated 
with the Laboratory, Grover 
Krantz, Paul LeBlond, and Offi­
cers Bernard Heuvelmans (Presi­
de�t) , Roy Mackal (Vice-Presi­
dent) , and Richard Greenwell 
(Secretary) . Also present for 

parts of the meeting (as non­
voting guests) were Pascal 
Tassy, also of the hosting lab­
oratory, and David Heppell , of 
the Royal Scottish Museum, both 
of whom serve on the Editorial 
Board of the journal. 

The Board made the following 
decisions: 

1) To leave unchanged the $25 
membership fee (and $35 institu­
tional subscription fee) for 
1985, despite rising publica­
tions costs. 

2) To initiate a "member-get­
a-member " program, similar to 
what some other scientific 
societies are doing . The pro­
gram, designed to increase the 
Society's membership to 1, 000 by 
year's end, has the following 
rules: each member who brings in 
a new member (including through 

gift membership) or library sub­
scriber during the 1984 ISC fis­
cal year (which ends February 
28, 1985) will receive a $10 
discount in his or her 1985 mem­
bership dues of $25. When re­
newing for 1985, the member need 
only enclose $15, and indicate 
the name of the new individual 
or library he or she was respon­
sible for bringing in (this can 
be easily verified by checking 
the Society's computerized mem­
bership/subscription list) . A 
maximum of two $10 credits will 
be allowed in a given year, 
meaning the renewing member will 
still have to pay at least $5. 
The program takes effect imme­
diately . Members of the Board 
of Directors and the Editorial 
Board of the journal are not 
illegible to participate . Mem­
bers are particularly urged to 
obtain library subscriptions at 
universities and research insti­
tutions (public libraries are 
less likely to subscribe) be­
cause they generate more income 
than do individual memberships. 
Members are reminded that both 
membership and institutional 
subscription enrollment cards 
may be found in the back inside 
cover of Volume 2 (1983) of the 
journal . (New memberships and 
institutional subscriptions can 
be initiated without these 
cards, however. ) 

3) To establish two new cate­
gories of Society affiliation: 
Benefactor and Corporate Spon-
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hunting for Sasquatch (also with 
firearms) in the area. 

Whether Sasquatch actually 
exists is still uncertain; 
whether Keller's team will be 
able to shoot one is unlikely, 
and whether county commissioners 
can protect it is even more un­
likely . Sasquatch itself, mean­
while, has remained aloof from 
all the proceedings, with prac­
tically no eyewitness reports 
since 1982. 

0 

sor. Benefactor status will be 
granted to individuals who have 
contributed $1, 000 or more, and 
they will so be recognized in 
the Society's publications. 
Benefactor also carries with it 
a lifetime membership, with no 
additional dues ever required. 
The Corporate Sponsor category 
will be open to business firms 
wishing to contribute toward the 
Society's operations. A minimum 
of $1 , 000 a year is necessary 
for as many years as the company 
wishes to be identified as a 
Society Corporate Sponsor. They 
will also be recognized in the 
publications. 

4) To terminate the previous­
ly established mechanism allow­
ing the Society to sponsor field 
exp�ditions. Following the 
establishment of the mechanism 
about a year and a half ago, the 
Board became increasingly con­
cerned over the ramifications 
involved. Questions were raised 
concerning the appropriateness 
of the financial aspects (which 
would necessarily involve donat­
ed, tax-deductible monies from 
persons wishing to participate 
in expeditions) , the review and 
approvals methods, the implica­
tion that the Society endorses 
certain kinds of cryptozoologi­
cal reports over others by offi­
cially "sponsoring " an expedi­
tion, and, finally, the possible 
appearance of attempting to com­
pete with already established 
groups (such as those operating 
at Loch Ness) . In view of all 
the problems involved, and fol­
lowing a one-ye�r study by a 
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three-person committee, the 
Board decided to get the Society 
out of the expeditions business. 
All members are free to run 
their own expeditions, but they 
wil l have no official sanction 
or sponsorship by the Society, 
although the Society will con­
tinue to serve as a forum for 
publication and discussion of 
expedition results. 

5) The Board also redrafted a 
"Policy Statement" which has 
been in preparation for some 
time clarifying the Society's 
position on various aspects of 
cryptozoology , including the 
acquisition of specimens . The 
new draft has to be circulated 
to the entire Board again, and 
once approved, will be published 
in the Newsle t t er. 

Summer 1984, Vol. 3, No. 2 

6) The Board also decided to 
accept the invitation of Forrest 
G. Wood to host next year's 
Board and Membe�ship meetings in 
San Diego , California. The 
meeting wil l be scheduled for 
late May , 1985. Further details 
wil l be published when avail­
able. 
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN PARIS 

Eric Buffetaut (right), who moderated the 

ISC Membership Meeting at the University 

of Paris VI, taking a question from the 

floor. 

The Second Membership Meeting 
of the Society was held on June 
9 at the University of Paris VI, 
Paris, France, and was attended 
by al most 100 members from 
France, Hol land, Luxembourg, 
Switzerland, Portugal, West Ger­
many, Great Britain, and the 
United States. The meeting was 
hosted by the Laboratory of Ver­
tebrate and Human Paleontology, 
and was organized by Eric Buffe­
taut, of that Laboratory, �ho 
serves on the ISC Board of Dir­
ectors. (The Membership Meeting 
followed the Board of Directors 
meeting held at the same l oca­
tion the previous day.) 

Society President Bernard 
Heuvelmans gave the first pres­
entation by briefly reviewing 
the nature and history of cryp­
tozoology, which resulted in a 
lively public exchange with 
folklorist Michel Meurger, co-

author of Les Mon s t res des Lacs 

du Que bec (see "Can ad ian 'Men­
ster Lakes' in the News, " News­

le t t er, Summer , 1982) , who 
stressed the mythical elements 
of many cryptozoological re­
ports . 

This was fol lowed by a pres­
entation by Marie-Jeanne Koff­
mann of the Soviet Union , who 
discussed the reports she has 
gathered for over 20 years of 
the al leged "wildman" of the 
Caucasus Mountains, known as the 
Almasti, providing background , 
information on witnesses , mostly 
old people and shepherds. (Al ­
though Dr. Koffmann would not 
commit herself, other Soviet in­
vestigators believe the Almasti 
of the Caucasus represents liv­
ing Neanderthal oids.) Her slides 
showed the rough, high-altitude 
terrain of the northern Cauca­
sus, where the remaining Almasti 
are said to survive, as wel l as 
al leged Almasti footprints , one 
of which indicated a large 
"mobile" toe capabl e of some 
lateral movement. The "mobile" 
toe on the otherwise hominid­
looking footprint resulted in 
considerable discussion among 
those present. Dr. Koffmann , 
who continues to live and do 
fieldwork in the Caucasus, is an 
Honorary Member of the Society . 
Her biography appeared in the 
Autumn , 1982, Newsle t t er. 

Grover Krantz , an American 
physical anthropologist and 
Society Board member , presented 
his findings on the Wal la Wal la 
Sasquatch footprint casts, which 
show friction skin (dermato-
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glyphic) patterns. Dr. Krantz 
made the case for· their signif"i.­
cance as a decisive element in 
establishing the authenticity of 
Sasquatch as an unknown hominid . 
The pr·esen ta tion was simil ar to 
the one he gave at the 1983 Mem­
bership Meeting at New York Uni­
versity . Ful l details may be 
found in his article in Volume 2 

(1983) of the journal. 

Congolese biologist Marcellin 
Agnagna spoke of his govern­
ment's 1983 expedition to the 
Likouala swamps , which he led , 
and of his sighting of an un­
identified animal in Lake Telle, 
which he presumes to be Mokele­
Mbembe. The animal was first 
observed at a distance of about 
300 meters , and an approach was 
made to within about 240 meters 
by wading in the water. Further 
detailc may be found in the Win­
ter, 1983, Newsle t t e r, and in 
Agnagna's own Field Report in 
Volume 2 (1983) of the journal . 
(Note: Because of translation 
and communications problems, an 
error appears in both of the 
above-mentioned publications. 
During their respective visits 
to Paris in early June, the Edi­
tor and Agnagna were able to 
discuss the all eged sighting, 
and the events surrounding it, 
in some detail, and to clarify 
the uncertain points. See the 
"Special Interview" with Agnagna 
elsewhere in this issue, which 
includes the clarifications . )  

Jacqueline Roumeguere-Eber­
hardt, a cultural anthropologist 
with the French National Center 
for Scientific Research (CNRS) , 
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presented her findings, based on 
several years of fieldwork, con­
cerning possible unknown homi­
nids in East Africa, particular­
ly Kenya. She has collected 100 
sighting reports from native 
informants, mainly Masai, two­
thirds of which were first-hand 
reports . Unlike most "wildman 11 

investigators in other parts of 
the world, Roumeguere- Eberhardt 
has not attempted to "identify" 
what hominids might be involved, 
but has limited herself to 
breaking the reports down into 
five distinct categories, which 
she labels X1, X2, X3, X4, and 
X5 (plus X6 , for uncertain re­
ports) . These categories are 
based on size, coloration, be-

havior, etc., but she conceded 
that the categories could be 
broken down further to represent 
maybe one or two unknown hominid 
types . 

Following the presentations, 
lengthy audience discussions 
took place in several languages, 
concerning the merits of partic­
ular claims or types of evi­
dence . The meeting was a suc­
cess mainly due to the disagree­
ments aired and the critical 
exchanges which occurred, all of 
which sharpened the thinking of 
those present, and more clearly 
delineated the possible future 
pitfalls in the practice of 
cryptozoology. o 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
First, our thanks go to 

French ISC members fo� sponsor­
ing a very successful Membership 
Meeting in Paris on June 9. 
Members from at least eight 
countries attended, and although 
the meeting was not large, usu­
ally fewer than 100 persons, it 
emphasized the international 
nature of the Society . For 
once, the handful of Americans 
present were in the minority. 
Our special thanks to Board Mem­
ber Eric Buffetaut, of the Uni-

Roy Mackal (left) and Bernard Heuvelmans 

on a country stroll through the rural 

Verliac Estate in southern France, where 

Heuvelmans operates his Center for 

Cry ptozoology . 

versity of Paris VI, for making 
the meeting a success . 

On a personal note, Paul Le­
Blond, Roy Mackal, and myself 
accompanied Bernard Heuvelmans 
back to Le Bugue after the Paris 
meeting to visit his famous Cen­
ter for Cryptozoology, located 
on the rural Verlhiac Estate of 
Scott and Alika Lindbergh 
(Scott, famous for breeding and 
reintroducing primates back into 
the wild, is the son of aviator 
Charles Lindbergh) . Dr. Heuvel­
mans' center, which contains 
more than 18,000 references re­
lated to cryptozoology, was an 
appropriate setting for the 
lengthy talks held well into the 
night, and every subject ad­
dress�d, no matter how obscure, 
had its corresponding file. 

But perhaps the most reward­
ing experience of the visit for 
me was seeing Heuvelmans and 
Mackal, the President and Vice­
President of the Society, con­
versing and getting to know each 
other better after decades of 
respective bibliographic and 
field research. They only met 
for the first time in early 
1982, when the Society was 
formed . The accompanying photo 
shows the two of them savoring 
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eanne ann , a oviet 

researcher who studies reports of the wild· 

man of the Caucasus, and Jacqueline 

Roumeguere-Eberhardt, a French anthro· 

pologist who collects similar reports in 

Kenya, discussing mutual interests at the 

Paris J SC Meeting. 

PAST ISC 
PUBLICATIONS 

AVAILABLE 
Past issues of both The IS C 

Newsl e t t er and the journal Cry p ­

t oz oo l o gy are available to both 
members and non-members. News­
letter prices to individuals are 
$2.50 each ($3.50 to institu­
tions, corporations, and librar­
ies) . Journal prices to indi­
viduals are $15 each ( $21 to 
institutions, corporations, and 
libraries) .  Prices include pos­
tage good for all orders from 
all countries. 

All past ISC publications are 
still available, as follows: 

Newsletter: 
Vol. 1' Nos. 1' 2, 3' 4 (1982) 
Vol. 2, Nos. 1' 2, 3, 4 ( 1983) 
Vol. 3' No. 1 ( 1984) 

Journal: 
Vol. 1 ( 1 982) 
Vol. 2 ( 1983) 

their visit (Mackal temporarily 
san s beard, for reasons he would 
not reveal). 

J .  Richard Greenwell 
Editor 
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SPECIAL INTERVIEW 
In Apri l an d May of 1 983,  the 

Min i stry of Water and Forests of 

the Con gol ese government sent an 

exp e dition to the Li koual a 

swamps, about 500 m i l es n orth of 

Brazzavi l l e, to seek further 

e vi dence of the Mokel e-Mbembe. 

Th e expediti on, h eaded by Con go­

l ese b i ol ogist Marcel l i n  Agn ag­

n a, reach e d  Lake Tel l e, an d 

Agnagna an d two Boha vi l l agers 

reportedl y saw the an i mal on May 

1 .  Detai ls are contain ed i n  the 

Wi nter, 1 983, Newsletter, an d 

i n  Agnagna's own Fi el d Report i n  

Vol. 2 of Cryptozoology ( 1 983). 
Transl ati on amb i guiti es, an d 

Agnagna's unavai l ab i l ity at th e 

time of pub l i cat i on (havi n g  

m o ved temporari l y  from t h e  Con g o  

to Fran c e) resulted i n  a n  error 

appeari n g  i n  b ot h  of the above 

publ i cati ons. Contrary to what 

was pub l i sh ed, no l ens cap was 

l eft on the m o vi e camera. Rath­

er, th e camera was acci dental l y  

set on "macro, " resulti n g  i n  

Agnagna's temporary i nabi l i ty to 

fi l m  the an i mal . He ran out of 

fi l m  almost i mmediate l y, an d was 

2 k i l ometers from camp, wh ere 

more fi l m  was k ept. 

With Agnagna i n  Montpe l l i er, 

Fran ce, for a year, an d th e ISC 

Membershi p  Meetin g  tak i n g  p l ac e  

i n  Paris, the Editor t o o k  a d van­

tage of the opportun ity to meet 

Agnagna an d clari fy p o i nts of 

uncertai nty in h i s  publ i s h e d  

report. Th e fol l owin g  i n tervi e w  

shoul d pro vi de the reader with 

the c l arifi cati on, p l us addi­

ti onal deta i l s. Eri c  Buffetaut, 

of the Laboratory of Vertebrate 

and Human Pal e on to l o gy of the 

Uni versity of Pari s  V I ,  was an 

observer durin g  th e i nter vi ew, 

wh i ch took p l ac e  on Jun e 7, 
1 984. 

Greenwell: I' d like to follow 
the sequence of events that led 
up to your sighting of the ani­
mal in Lake Telle. As I recall, 
you were filming the swamp 
forest about 2 kilometers from 
camp when it happened. 

Agnagna: Yes, I was filming 
some monkeys, when suddenly a 
forest antelope ran by. We 
started running after it with 
the dogs, but one of the Boha 
villagers who was with me fell 
in the mud, and he went to the 
lake to wash himself off. After 
a few minutes, he started cal­
ling me, shouting, "Marcel lin, 
Marcellin, come with the camera, 
quickly!" 

Greenwell: What were you doing 
during those several minutes. 
Weren't you still chasing the 
antelope? 

Agnagna: No, the antelope had 
escaped, and we had stopped 
chasing it. We started looking 
for monkeys again, while he was 
washing off. 

Greenwell: 
from you? 

How far away was he 

Agnagna: About 40 or 50 meters. 
When he first started calling, I 
ignored him, but he kept calling 
us, so we went over to where he 
was. 

Greenwell: So you still had 
film in the camera? 

Agnagna: Yes, a little. When 
we arrived at the lake, he 
shouted, "Look at that, look at 
that!" At first, I didn't see 
anything, with all the obstruc­
tions and commotion. I kept 
asking, "What?" And he kept 
shouting, "Look at that!" So I 
went into the water, and then I 
saw the animal out on the lake. 

Greenwell: In your report you 
stated that the foliage, the 
vegetation, obstructed your 
view. Now, isn't it true that, 
at the lake, the vegetation 
comes right up to the edge of 
the water? 

Agnagna: Yes. There are big 
trees and leaves. Dinkoumbou 
was in the water, but we 
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weren't. Because we were on the 
bank, we couldn't see the animal 
clearly. 

Greenwell: So you went out to 
where he was, stepping into the 
water? 

Agnagna: Yes. We got into the 
water with him and saw the ani­
mal. We saw the back of the 
animal, and the neck. It was 
looking at us. I thought that 
it had heard us. I tried to 
film the animal, but the film 
was almost finished because I 
had been filming monkeys. Also, 
there are different settings on 
the camera, and I had it set on 
"macro" by mistake. So, when I 
looked through the viewfinder, I 
couldn' t see anything. But I 
started filming anyway. By the 
time I realized my mistake and 
corrected it, the film was fin­
ished. I kept running the cam­
era anyway, and was able to see 
the face of the animal. 

Congolese biologist Marcellin Agnagna 

discussing his alleged observation to an 

audience at the University of Paris VI. 

Greenwell: You 
telephoto lens, 
used to watch it? 

mean you had a 
which you then 

Agnagna: Yes, I could see a lot 
of detail. 

Greenwell: You said that when 
you first saw the animal it was 
looking around. Was it just the 
head turning, or was it the 
whole neck and head? 
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Agnagna: It was both the head 
and the neck. Not turning right 
around, just looking from side 
to side. It was a very emo­
tional experience. Then, as 
there was no movie film left, I 
began using my 35mm camera, a 
Russian one, but the image was 
very small. I took several pho­
tographs showing the head and 
the neck of the animal. They 
have been at a laboratory here 
in Paris, but I don't think they 
have done anything with them. 

Greenwell: Is anything visible 
in these photographs? 

Agnagna: There is something 
visible, but you can't see any 
details. It may be possible to 
enlarge them without losing 
clarity through some special 
process. [Note: Agnagna has 
offered to make the photographs 
available to ISC--Editor. ] 

Greenwell: We h21 he�rd that 
you had accidentally left the 
lens cap on the camera. Is that 
true? 

Agnagna: No, that's incorrect. 
I had it set on macro by mis­
take. 

Greenwell: Now, I want to make 
sure we've got the right se­
quence of events. You saw the 
animal. It was an emotional 
moment. You started filming. 
You thought you still had film, 
but you weren't sure. You 

I 
couldn't see anything through 
the viewfinder. You realized 
you had it set on "macro " by 
mistake. Then you realized that 
you were out of film. Is that 
right? And then you started 
looking at the animal telescopi­
cally, through the viewfinder. 

Agnagna: Yes. 

Greenwell: How far away was the 
animal? 

Agnagna: About 300 meters. 
Then we waded into the water. 
We walked about 60 meters. 

Greenwell: 
240 meters 

So you were about 
from the animal. 

That's still a long way away. 
Now tell us what the animal 
looked like when you saw it 
through the telephoto lens. 

Agnagna: I could see the back 
part of the neck clearly. It 
was really black, and it was 
shining in the sun. The front 
part of the neck was brown, like 
my hand. 

Greenwell: 
eyes? 

Did you see its 

Agnagna: Yes, I saw the eyes. 

Greenwell: 
round? 

Were they oval or 

Agnagna: They looked like croc­
odile eyes. They were oval. 

Greenwell: And the face, or the 
mouth? 

Agnagna: Well, I made a draw­
ing, which was published in 
Cryptozoology. What is there is 
what I saw. 

Greenwell: Did you feel it was 
more like a mammal or a reptile? 

Agnagna: It was more like a 
reptile, not a mammal. It 
didn't look like a mammal. I'm 
sure it was a reptile. 

Greenwell: Why is that? Did it 
have scales? 

Agnagna: No, but in our for­
ests, in the Congolese forest 
fauna, we don't have large mam­
mals with long necks. 

Greenwell: But you might have 
one. Mokele-Mbembe might be a 
large mammal. But you felt that 
it was a reptile? 

Agnagna: Yes. 

Greenwell: 
or fast? 

Did it move slowly 

Agnagna: No, it was moving 
slowly, it submerged in the 
water slowly. The head was 
small. 

Greenwell: Did the head look 
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reptilian? 

Agnagna: Yes. 
small head. 

It was a very 

Greenwell: 
neck? 

How long was the 

Agnagna: We were far away, but 
we could see the neck and head 
clearly. It looked like it was 
raised about one meter out of 
the water. 

Greenwell: That's not very 
much. At 300 meters, if it's 
only one meter high, you're not 
going to see very much. Are you 
sure it was only a meter out of 
the water? 

Agnagna: 
far away, 
ception. 

Well, it was really 
but that was my per -

Greenwell: Now, the overall 
length, from that drawing you 
did, was about five meters. Is 
that correct? 

Agnagna: Yes, and the back was 
like three meters. 

Greenwell: So it was large. 
Your drawing could be inter­
preted as being a bird, but 
there are no five-meter birds. 

Agnagna: The back was really 
big. The sun was shining on it, 
and it was really black and 
shiny. 

Greenwell: Did you feel it was 
a sauropod, or do you just want 
to say it looked like a reptile. 

Agnagna: I'll just say it was 
like a reptile, because I didn't 
see the whole animal. I can't 
give a full description of the 
animal at that distance. 

Greenwell: So you waded into 
the water for about 60 meters. 
Were you a little afraid, maybe? 

Agnagna: I was not afraid. I 
was really in an emotional 
state. We started walking in 
the water, and the animal began 
going down. When we got out of 
the water, the neck and head 
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came back up again, and we 
watched it for about another 20 
minutes. 

Greenwell: So the animal sub­
merged completely, and then the 
neck came up again. The neck 
with no back. And it was vis­
ible for about 20 minutes. Why 
did you stop wading at 6 0  me­
ters? You just decided not to 
go on? 

Agnagna: We stopped because the 
animal had submerged. When it 
came up again we were not in the 
water. We had already walked 
back to the edge of the lake. 

Greenwell: So you had left the 
lake, then you saw the neck come 
up again? You didn't go back? 

Agnagna: No, we didn't. 

Greenwell: I understand that it 
was your impression that the 
animal submerged because you 
were approaching it, and there 
was noise. 

Agnagna: I think that the ani­
mal felt some disturbances. As 
we approached, it was looking 
around, and then it started 
slowly submerging. 

Greenwell: You didn't see any 
ears on the head of the animal? 

Agnagna: No, we didn't. The 
only thing I can describe is the 
eyes. I really saw the eyes, 
and the color of the face, which 
was brown. The rest was black 
and shiny, reflecting sunlight. 

Greenwell: And the mouth? 
Could you see a slit, or a line? 

Agnagna: No, I couldn't see any 
details of the mouth. 

Greenwell: You didn'� see a 
tail? And of course you never 
saw the bottom part, any legs or 
flippers? 

Agnagna: No. We just saw the 
back, the neck, and the head. 

Greenwell: Now, you know the 
animals of the Congo well. You 

were born in the Likouala, you 
grew up there, and now you're a 
biologist. Could this have been 
any known animal? 

Agnagna: Yes, it is a known 
animal in the Likouala. 

Greenwell: Yes, but I mean 
known to science. You are abso­
lutely certain that it was not 
an animal known to zoology, like 
a crocodile? 

Agnagna: No, it couldn't have 
been a crocodile. It was not a 
manatee. I think that there are 
manatees in the Likouala River, 
because I got some good descrip­
tions of them from fishermen. 

Greenwell: Could it have been a 
snake, a very large python? 

Agnagna: No. We saw a very 
large back on the animal. We 
don't have any snakes with large 
backs. 

Greenwell: Could it have been 
coiled, so the coils sticking 
out of the water might have 
looked like a back? 

Agnagna: No. It couldn't do 
that. Also, a python in the 
water wouldn't be able to raise 
its neck and head one meter out 
of the water. It would just 
swim laterally on the surface of 
the water. 

Greenwell: You mentioned there 
were very large turtles in the 
lake, I think you said two 
meters in length. 

Agnagna: Yes, that was my esti­
mate. 

Greenwell: That's enormous, 
that's larger than any recorded 
living freshwater turtle [see 
"Wood's Animal Facts, " this 
issue-- Editor]. You caught one 
and you ate it, didn't you? 

Agnagna: Yes, we caught a small 
one. We took it back to Brazza­
ville. It was around 30 centi­

meters. We saw a big one about 
five times when we were at our 
camp watching the lake. The 
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first time we saw a big turtle 
was when we first got to the 
lake. We were putting up our 
tents, and we saw something in 
the water. At first we though� 
it was Mokele- Mbembe but the 
Boha villagers with us pointed 
out that it was just a turtle. 

Greenwell: How far away was it? 

Agnagna: 
it' it 
meters. 

The first time we saw 
was far, like about 6 0  

Greenwell: S o  you had already 
seen turtles there, big ones. 
And then you saw this other ani­
mal. Are you absolutely certain 
that the animal you saw was not 
a giant turtle? 

Agnagna: Yes, it was really 
different. We saw the turtles 
clearly, including the neck and 
head. But this animal was not a 
turtle. 

Greenwell: All right. I'm just 
trying to be absolutely clear, 
that's why I'm asking you all 
these questions. So we've done 

I 
turtles, we've done snakes, 
we've done crocodiles, we've 
done manatees. There are no 
hippos there, in the Likouala. 
I know they are in the Ubangi 
River, but not in the swamps. 
Also, a hippo doesn't have a 
thin neck. 

Agnagna: That's right. There 
were also crocodiles in Lake 
Telle. We killed some croco­
diles and took some specimens to 
the Brazzaville Zoo. 

Greenwell: Well, after you saw 
the animal, you left Lake Telle 
and you went back to Brazza­
ville. Why did you leave? 
[Agnagna's response relates to a 
number of factors which had a 
negative impact on the expedi­
tion, including equipment which 
never arrived from Brazzaville, 
lack of cooperation and morale 
problems involving other expedi­
tion members, and other diffi­
�ulties -- Editor.] 

Greenwell: It must have been a 
very difficult situation. o 
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ISC JOURNAL CRITICISED AGAIN 
Following a not-too-compli­

mentary review of Cry p t o z oology 

in Nat u re by Princeton ecologist 
Robert May (see Spring, 1984, 
Newsle t t er ), a new review has 
appeared in The Oh i o  Jo urnal of 

Sci ence by Ohio State University 
zoologist Tim M. Berra. 

The author briefly reviews 
the various articles in Volume 1 
(Heuvelmans, Zhou, Rines, Wag­

ner, and Bauer) , the field re­
port by Mackal, e t . al . ,  on 
Mokele-Mbembe, and the research 
report by Weber, e t .  al . ,  which 
presented the results of the 
Molombo ( Lan dolph i a ) nutritional 
analysis. Molombo, according to 
the northern Congo natives, is 
the staple food source of 
Mokele-Mbembe. Instead, Weber 
e t . al . found that Molombo most 
resembled a pear nutritionally, 
and it could not serve as the 
sole food source of a large her­
bivore. Dr. Berra concluded, 
however, t�at "the whole [Weber] 
endeavor reminded me of reading 

CRYPTOLETTERS 
The �di t o r  welcomes le t t ers 

from readers on any t opi c re­

la t ed t o  cryp t o z oolog y ,  but re ­

serves t h e  ri gh t to s h o r t en t h em 

or to make sli gh t chan ges to i m ­

prove s t yle an d clari ty , b u t  n o t  

mean i n g. Specifi c commen t ar i e s  
or criti ques rela t ed t o  i t ems 

publi sh ed in Cryptozoology 
sho uld be sen t double-spaced for 

publi cat i on i n  t h at jou rn al. 

To the Editor: 

Concerning Marcellin Agnag­
na's field report on the Mokele­
Mbembe ( Cr yp t oz oology, Volume 
2) , the turtles he observed with 
shells 2 meters in length (p. 
107) are in and of themselves a 
remarkable find. Heretofore, 
the alligator snapper ( Macro ­

chely s t emmi n ck i i ) of the Mis-

creationist literature." 

Dr. Berra, who is also editor 
of the Ohi o  Jo urnal of Sci en ce, 

stated that Cry p t o zoology, "if 
it is to survive and become more 
than a propaganda organ for the 
true believers, must incorporate 
scientific rigor and a healthy 
dose of skepticism ... " As with 
the May review in Nat u re, the 
author addressed only Volume 1 
(1982). Volume 2 (1983) , which 
contains many more critical and 
skeptical manuscripts, was 
received while the review was in 
press, and Dr. Berra adds a 
postscript, briefly reviewing 
various manuscripts (Heuvelmans, 
Poirier, et . al. , Colarusso, 
Krantz, Agnagna, and Wagner, e t .  
al . ) . 

The author concludes that 
Volume 2 "is much more interest­
ing and slightly less advocatory 
than Volume 1 • . •  Despite my 
skepticism, I must confess that 
this is the only journal, of the 

sissippi Basin at less than 1 
meter in length was the largest 
freshwater turtle known. 

I am of the opinion that if 
the next expedition to Lake 
Telle has as its only accomp­
lishment the acquisition of one 
of these turtles, it would still 
rate as an unqualified success. 

Michael J. Shields 
Long Beach, California, U.S.A. 

See "Wood's An i mal Fact s ,  " 
t his i s s u e . 

-- Edi t or 

To the Editor: 

After reading in recent News ­

le t t e rs about expeditions which 
reported sightings of both the 
Ri and Mokele-Mbembe, I am moved 
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dozen or so that I receive, that 
I read from cover to cover. If 
it becomes more critically rig­
orous, I may be able to take it 
seriously." The full reference 
is: Th e Oh i o  Jou rn al of 

Sci en ce, Vol. 84(3) :142-144 
(June, 1984). 

Another critical review of 
Volume 1 of the journal, and a 
general review of the status of 
cryptozoology as a science, has 
been published by evolutionary 
biologist George Gaylord Simp­
son. A noted paleontologist at 
the University of Arizona, Simp­
son's critique is a landmark in 
the literature on cryptozoology, 
and will be reported on more 
fully in the Autumn Newsle t t er .  

For those who wish to obtain a 
copy, the full reference is 
"Mammals and Cryptozoology, " 
George Gaylord Simpson, 1984, 
Proceedi n gs of t h e  Ameri can 

Ph i losoph i cal Soci e t y, Vol. 
128 ( 1 ) : 1-1 9 . 

0 

to ask a rather impertinent 
question. Namely, what is it 
that makes professional zoolo­
gists assume that they are also 
professional photographers? 

What I have seen in the re­
ports are accounts of expedi­
tions undertaken at great 
expense and effort which yielded 
valuable evidence, including 
visual observations, but which 
also painfully describe the loss 
of what could have been very 
substantial photographic data. 
In one case, a shot of Mokele­
Mbembe was missed because the 
zoologist tried to shoot with 
the lens cap on, and with very 
little film left in the camera. 
In another case, only blurred 
shapes purporting to be the Ri 
were obtained. 

It is in no way a damning 
criticism of a zoologist to sug­
gest that his profession does 
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not include all the refined 
techniques of nature pho to ­
graphy . If years of television 
specials can give the average 
reader details of lions' denti­
tion as they nosh on zebra, or 
the intimate habits of puffins, 
etc. , perhaps the techniques 
used to obtain such shots could 
be well used in the search for 
the never before seen . I rather 
feel that an experienced nature 
photographer, presented with the 
kind of evidence we now have, 
might fairly leap at the chance 
to be the first to film a live 
dinosaur . 

I am well aware that even 
first -class phot ographic evi­
dence may not serve to fully and 
officially establish the exis­
tence of the unusual kinds of 
creatures in question here, but 
to m i ss get ting good photos 
after all the effort expended to 
make the sightings in the first 
place is enough to make the 
angels weep. 

Thomas R .  Williams 
Berkeley, California, U . S. A. 

To the Editor: 

As a professional pho to­
grapher, I am amused at the ama­
teur's dependence on all the 
automatic devices built int o 
today's cameras. Fortunately 
for me, editors that pay good 
money realize that thought and 
experience are required in the 
making of consistently high­
quality pho tos. However, I am 
disturbed when I read about 
well-financed cryptozoological 
expeditions searching for un­
known animals, and there is no 
mention of a pro pho tographer 
participating . An eyewitness 
account by a scientist of an un­
known animal does not compare to  
photographs or, even better, 
film in lending credibility t o  
the animal's existence. I read 
things like " . . .  the author un­
fortunately began filming with 
the lens cap on ", " . . .  the photo­
grapher (unnamed) had t o  'shoot 

from the hip' ", or " . . . because 
of the low light conditions and 
the speed of the animal . . .  " 

Of course, even a pro will 
blow it occasionally, but the 
probabilities of he or she get­
ting the shot are many times 
greater than an amateur . A pro 
reacts quickly to a pho to oppor­
tunity .  We are used to shooting 
from the hip, particularly those 
of us who cover sports, rio ts, 
and, of course, wildlife . The 
amateur faced with the sighting 
of the beastie stands in awe, 
and, if he is lucky, remembers 
his camera, and fumbles with the 
exposure, focus, and framing. 

Bob Clay 
San Francisco, California, U . S . A .  

The "l en s cap i n c i den t " d i d  

n o t  occu r  a s  report ed i n  t h e  

Newslet ter or i n  Crypt ozoology , 
d u e  to an ambi g u i t y  i n  t h e  

Fren c h / En gl i sh t ra n s l a t i on ( see 

i n t er vi ew wi t h  Agn a gn a  el sewh e re 

i n  t h i s  i ss u e ) .  It i s  t rue t h a t  

Agn a gn a  h a d  t h e wro n g  s e t t i n g o n  

t he camera , a n d  he wa s prac t i ­

c a l l y  ou t of f i l m . Th e exped i ­

t i on ,  wh i ch was m oun t ed by t h e  

Con gol ese gove rnmen t ,  d i d ,  i n  

f ac t , i nc l u de a p rofess i on a l  

t el e vi s i on cameraman . As of t e n  

happen s  i n  t h ese case , h owe ve r , 

t h e  an i m a l  a p p ea red wh en l ea s t  

expec t e d ,  a n d  t h e  observe r  

( Agn a gn a ) was 2 k i l om e t e rs f rom 

t h e b a s e  camp , more f i l m a n d  t h e  

c ameraman , wh o l a t er ref u sed t o  
a ccomp a n y  Agn a gn a  i n  a d u go u t  

can oe t o  wh e re t he an i m a l  h a d  

b een seen . In t h e  case o f  t h e  

Ri , t h e  a n i m a l  s u rfaced a b o u t 

e very 1 0  m i n u t es for 1 -2 sec ­

on ds . A p rofess i on a l  p h o t o ­

gra p h e r  co u l d n o t  h a ve done m u ch 

b e t t e r  wi t h  t h a t  1 -2 -secon d 

"wi n dow . " The Mack a l  expedi t i on 

t o  t he Con go ( 1 98 1 ) d i d i n cl u de 

a p rofess i o n a l  p h o t ogra ph e r , b u t 

no a n i ma l  wa s observe d . 

Th ere i s  n o  doub t  of t h e  i m ­

p o r t a nce o f  i nc l u d i n g  p rofe s ­

s i on a l  p h o t ograph e r /f i l mm a k e rs 

on cryp t ozool o g i ca l e xp ed i t i on s  . . 

Unf o r t u n a t e l y ,  such e x p e d i t i on s  
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h a ve n o t  been "wel l -f i n an ce d " a t  

a l l , a n d  m a n y  corners h a ve h a d  

t o  b e  c u t  o n  person n e l  a n d  

e qu i pmen t . Al so , e ven h i gh l y 

p rofess i on a l  p h o t ogra ph ers wo u l d 

of t en f i n d  i t  di ff i c u l t to ge t 

good i m a ges . Mos t  of t h e  foo t ­

a ge we see i n  t e l e vi s i on docu ­

men t a ri es ,  wh i ch ma k e  i t  l oo k  

l i k e  t h e y  we re f i l med i n  a n  

a f t ernoon o u t i n g ,  represen t 

mon t h s  of p a i n s t a k i n g f i e l d wo rk ; 

a n d  t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  i n  f a i rl y  

a ccessi b l e l oc a t i ons , s u ch a s  

t h e  Eas t Afri can sa va nn a h , wh ere 

a n i m a l s  are rel a t i ve l y easy t o  

observe . Fi l m i n g  e l u s i ve a n i ­

ma l s  i n  swamp -fores t ,  wh ere on e 

of t en h a s  t o  wa de t h ro u gh m u d  

a n d  wa t er h o l d i n g  on e ' s  e qu i p ­

men t i n  t h e  a i r  ( e ven n a r row 

du gou t s  can n o t  ge t t h ro u g h ) is a 

qui t e  d i ffe ren t s i t u a t i on .  Th e 

p h o t ogra p h e r  m u s t  con t en t wi t h  

we t n ess a n d  e x t reme l y h i gh 

h um i d i t y ,  wh i ch a ffec t t h e  e l ec ­

t ron i cs wi t h i n  came ra s ,  a n d  con ­

t i n u a l  a t t a ck s  on u n c o vered 

l en ses b y  t h i ck , a b u s i ve ve ge t a ­

t i on . In a d d i t i on , he or sh e 

m u s t  a ccep t o t h e r  t ri a l s ,  s uch 

a s  h a v i n g  t o  a c q u i re food a n d  

d r i n k i n g  wa t e r , i n sec t b i t e s  ( up 

to 1 , 000 an h o u r i n  t h e  L i k ou a l a  

swamps ) ,  a n d  e x h a u s t i on . Hea vy 

equ i pmen t ,  i n cl u d i n g  camera s , 

can t u rn o u t  t o  be more of a 
b u rden t h an an asse t . If t h ere 

a re l a rge u n k n own a n i ma l s  i n  

cer t a i n  remo t e  l oca t i on s , t h ere 

a re reasons for i t - - i f  t h ey were 

e a s y  t o  observe o r  p h o tograph 

they wou l d  h a ve b een observe d  

a n d  ph o t ograph ed decades a go . 

Hop efu l l y ,  f u t u re exped i t i on s  

wi l l  b e  fun ded wel l  e n o u gh t o  

p ro vi de a d e qu a t e  e qu i pmen t an d 

exper t i se - -b u t  n o t h i n g  can b u y  

l uc k ! 

- - Edi t or 

TABLES OF CONT ENTS AVA ILABLE 

Members wishing to  order 
back issues of the Newsl e t t e r  

and journal may first request 
free tables of contents list­
ing the titles of all pub­
lished articles . (Publica­
tions ordering instructions 
appear on page 6 . ) 
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CRYPTOQUOTE 
" I  should like to stat e that 

we, the men of sail in days gone 
by, becaus e of the quie t pro­
gre s s  through the waters of our 
craft , were privileged to view 
sight s  not revealed to those who 
rode the seas on power-driven 
ve s sels . Scientists have often 
discounted our [sea serpent] re­
ports as coming from supers ti­
tious and unqualified obs ervers . 
But, to a degre e, I prote st. 
Who is more qualified than the 
man, be he fisherman or seaman, 
who make s hi s living from the 
great wat ers? Who is more qual­
ified than the maritime officer 
who, by his very calling, is 
trained to j udge size and dis­
tance, and who also poss e s se s  
and u s e s  various instrument s to 
aid and record his observations? 
And who, too, by the very nature 
of his calling, is trained to be 
a ske ptic?" 

J .  Ferrell Colton 
(From: Personal letter 
dated June 1 6, 1971 , to 
Forres t  G. Wood, U.S . 
Naval Ocean Syst ems Cent er, 
San Diego . )  

Not e : J. Ferre l l  Col t on i s  a 

mari n e r  who h a s  sa i l ed t o  a l l  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  worl d t h ro u ghou t 

t h i s  cen t u r y . He i s  t h e  a u t h o r  

of Las t o f  the Square-Rigged 
Ships ( P u t n am ' s ,  1 9 3 7 ) , a n d  man y 

a r t i cl es on mari ne h i s t or y , 

oce a n ograph y ,  cl i m a t ol ogy , e t c . 

Hi s fa t h e r , Ha ro l d  S .  Col t on , 

was a m a ri n e  b i ol ogi s t  a n d  on e ­

t ime d i rec t o r  o f  t he Mu seum of 

Nor t h e rn Ari z on a . 

WOOD 'S 
ANI MAL FACTS 

"The large st living chelonian 
is the Pacific leatherback 
turtle ( De rm o ch el y s  cor i a ce a  

sch l e ge l i ) . . . which range s 
through the Pacific and Indian 
oceans from British Columbia to 
Chile and west to Japan and 
eas t ern Africa . The average 
adult measure s 6 -7 fe et (1 . 8-2 . 1 
met ers) from the tip of the beak 
tu the end of the tail (length , 
of carapace 4-5 feet [1 . 2-1 . 5 I 
meters]) , about 7 feet (2 - 1 

I meters) across the front flip-
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pers, and weighs anything up to 
1, 000 pounds (45 kilograms) . 
The large st authentic weight 
recorded for a Pacific leather­
back turtle is 1, 908 pounds (86 5 
kilograms) for a male captured 
a l i ve in Mont erey Bay, Cali­
fornia, on 29 August, 196 1 . . .  
[ It was] placed in a large tank, 
but the unfortunate creature 
succumbed aft erwards from shock . 
This s pecimen measured 8 feet,  4 
inches (2 . 54 meters) in total 
length . . .  The largest fre sh­
wat er turtle in the world is the 
alligator snapping turtle 
( Ma crochel y s  t emm i n ck i i ) of the 
southeast ern Unit ed State s. The 
normal upp er weight limit . . .  is 
about 200 pounds (91 kilograms) , 
but there is an unconfirmed 
record of 403 pounds (183 kilo­
grams) for a monst er caught in 
the Neosho River in Cherokee 
County, Kansas, in 1937 . " 

Abs t ract ed from: 

The Gu i n n ess Book of 

An i m a l  Fa c t s  and Fea t s , by 
Gerald L .  Wood . Guinness 
Superlative s, Ltd . ,  En­
field, England, Third 
Edition, 1982 . 
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